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Since the failed coup attempt on July 15, 2016, the Republic of Turkey

Received: 1 Sep 2025 has undergone a profound transformation in its security and military
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Published: 1 Dec 2025 structure. This transformation reached its peak after the 2018 elections,
which marked the full transition to a presidential system under the

KEYWORDS: leadership of President Recep Tayyip Erdogan. Turkey redefined its

Turkey - Military military doctrine to align with both regional and domestic

Bad s — developments, focusing on self-reliance in defense manufacturing,

Transformations - expanding the scope of pre-emptive operations beyond its borders, and

Defense and Security modernizing its concept of regional deterrence. After 2018, the Turkish

Priorities - Strategic military doctrine has been based on two main pillars:

B First, the determinants of the Turkish military doctrine and the

enhancement of autonomous operational capabilities through the
development of domestic defense industries.

Second, the Turkish defense and security priorities, which involve
adopting the principle of cross-border operations as a tool to combat
threats in its geopolitical environment—particularly in northern Syria
and Iraq. This shift reflects the transformation of the Turkish army from
a traditional defensive force into one with a flexible and dynamic
offensive dimension. It also includes restructuring the command and
control system within the Turkish Armed Forces to ensure the full
loyalty of the military institution to the elected civilian authority,
thereby limiting the risk of political interference by the military
establishment.
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